VERITAS Science Board (SB) Minutes 01/29/09

Present:

Benbow, Byrum, Fortson, Gillanders, Hanna, Kaaret, Krawczynski, Krennrich, Mukherjee, Ong
Beilicke, Humensky

Project office: Gibbs, Criswell

Absent: Delaware, Leeds, Purdue, UChicago, UCD, UCSC, UMass, Utah
1. Approval of Minutes

The Science Board approved the minutes from the meetings of 01/09/09 and 01/22/09.

2. UMass

We discussed the current situation with the U. Massachusetts group, led by Guy Blaylock. We agreed
that the U. Mass group has been a productive and important contributor to VERITAS. Rene summarized
a recent email exchange that he had with Guy to understand his intentions vis-a-vis VERITAS. Guy is
currently on leave from his position at U. Mass, but will likely return there in the summertime. He is not
certain whether he will return to work on VERITAS. Based on this information, Rene proposed that the
for the time being U. Mass would be considered a collaborating group “in hibernation” and that we
would contact U. Mass again in the summertime to determine Guy’s final intentions. David H. asked if
there is something that we could do to encourage Guy to return to VERITAS on a full-time basis; Rene
suggested that the answer to this is probably “no” because it’s really more of a change in focus on Guy’s
part.

3. Absences for Spokesperson/D. Spokesperson

Rene mentioned that he would be out of the country next week (Feb 2-7), but in email contact during
that time. Jamie will be out of the country for approximately three weeks, starting January 29 and will
be in email contact for most of that time, except for a week approximately in the middle.

4. VERITAS Upgrade

In Jamie’s absence, Rene gave a short summary of the status of the discussion of a possible VERITAS
upgrade. A Wiki page outlining the various ideas has been set up and the general possibilities range from
camera/electronic upgrades of individual telescopes to mirror upgrades to a fifth telescope. The
addition of two or three more telescopes at the FLWO site might not be feasible in the time frame of a
2009 proposal.

5. VERITAS/HESS/MAGIC/Radio Paper on M87

Matthias B. has been spearheading a paper on M87 that combines TeV data with quality radio data. The
paper looks quite exciting and should appropriate for Nature. Matthias discussed the status of the



paper (having passed through a number of writing/editorial stages). A key issue is how to list the
authors on the title page — the main concern is that the total length of authors from the TeV instruments
would number ~300 and would: 1) swamp the smaller number of radio authors and 2) be too long for
what Nature would like to see. Matthias and Henric have suggested that we list each collaboration by
name in front of the main article with a reference to the collaboration list in the References, or online
material. It was pointed out that this is how the Auger paper was recently published in Science. A
concern was raised whether individual authors would be correctly cited/referenced if we did it this way,
and Phil reported that for the Auger paper this seemed to be fine. The Science Board applauded the
progress of this paper and agreed that the proposed author list would be acceptable.

6. 1C443 Results

Brian H. reported on the status of the IC443 analysis and paper. He has set up a Wiki page with the
current results which show analysis package-consistent spectra and spatial extent for the source. He
asked if these results that are close to final, but not quite final, would be suitable for release at
upcoming conferences (such as Moriond). After some discussion, we agreed that we should not show
preliminary results that are not quite ready for publication. The Science Board encouraged Brian to get a
good draft out to the collaboration on a few week timescale. Brian agreed with this strategy.

7. Publication Policy

David H. has formulated a revised publications policy that incorporates the general discussions and
comments from the January collaboration meeting. The draft of this policy was circulated to the Science
Board and it will be discussed in more detail on our next call in two weeks.

8. Speaker’s Bureau

Lucy summarized the initial telecon of the Speaker’s Bureau that took place that included herself, Karen,
and Jamie. She described the major points that emerged from this telecom which were the proposed
responsibilities of the Speaker’s Bureau. Lucy will type these up in a draft document and circulate to the
Science Board for discussion on our next call.



