How to install ROOT on Apple Mac laptop

Go to: http://root.cern.ch/root/Availability.html.
Click on the ‘recommended’ version 

Install a binary (don’t install the source code) 
Select the version for your MAC in 64 bit format 

Mac OS X 10.6 x86-64 with gcc 4.2.1, version 5.30/00 

Put that in the directory where you want to install root. 
An example is Applications/root/

Unzip and untar

$ gunzip   root_v5.30.00.blahblab.tar.gz 
$ tar xvf  root_v5.30.00.blahblah.tar

Now you have all the necessary ingredients. The next step is to setup the correct environment. 

If you are running the Panther operating system or higher, your default shell is the bash shell. The following pertains to the bash shell. 

In your home directory (Users/name ) create a .profile file. 
In this file put the following three lines: 

export ROOTSYS=/Users/name/Applications/root
export PATH=$ROOTSYS/bin:$PATH
export DYLD_LIBRARY_PATH=$ROOTSYS/lib:$DYLD_LIBRARY_PATH

(It should be obvious that the ROOTSYS variable should point to the directory where you installed root. If you used a directory other than Applications/root/ you should put that directory here). 

For debugging purposes I suggest you also put in the line: 
echo “Setting up ROOT”  or something of that nature 
 
Start your terminal server 
In the toolbar, under Terminal, select preferences … 
Click settings
Click the shell tab 
Check the box for ‘startup’ and make sure under run command it says bash 

Start a new terminal 
Type root and it should start the root program. 

You may want to make two additional changes. 
To set the location of the .root_history file go to the directory 
root/etc (of course preceded by the area where you put root). 
Edit the system.rootrc file 
Change the Rint.History variable to the directory of your choice. 

You can set default parameters for all root variables. They are reading from the .rootrc file in the following sequence: 

./.rootrc //local directory 
$HOME/.rootrc //user directory 
$ROOTSYS/etc/system.rootrc //global ROOT directory 

Put your own .rootrc file in the directory that you use most often to start root, or  in your $HOME directory. 
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